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Military Construction Appropriations 
Act, if additional costs are involved. 
This approval authority may not be re-
delegated. The approval authority 
must— 

(1) Certify that the additional ex-
penditures are necessary to protect the 
National interest; and 

(2) Establish a reasonable completion 
date for the project. 

(b) The contracting officer may ap-
prove an expedited completion date if 
no additional costs are involved. 

236.271 Cost-plus-fixed-fee contracts. 

Annual military construction appro-
priations acts restrict the use of cost- 
plus-fixed-fee contracts (see 216.306(c)). 

[61 FR 7749, Feb. 29, 1996] 

236.272 Prequalification of sources. 

(a) Prequalification procedures may 
be used when necessary to ensure time-
ly and efficient performance of critical 
construction projects. 
Prequalification— 

(1) Results in a list of sources deter-
mined to be qualified to perform a spe-
cific construction contract; and 

(2) Limits offerors to those with 
proven competence to perform in the 
required manner. 

(b) The head of the contracting activ-
ity must— 

(1) Authorize the use of 
prequalification by determining, in 
writing, that a construction project is 
of an urgency or complexity that re-
quires prequalification; and 

(2) Approve the prequalification pro-
cedures. 

(c) For small businesses, the 
prequalification procedures must re-
quire the qualifying authority to— 

(1) Request a preliminary rec-
ommendation from the appropriate 
Small Business Administration re-
gional office, if the qualifying author-
ity believes a small business is not re-
sponsible; 

(2) Permit the small business to sub-
mit a bid or proposal if the preliminary 
recommendation is that the small busi-
ness is responsible; and 

(3) Follow the procedures in FAR 
19.6, if the small business is in line for 
award and is found nonresponsible. 

236.273 Construction in foreign coun-
tries. 

(a) In accordance with Section 112 of 
Pub. L. 105–45 and similar sections in 
subsequent military construction ap-
propriations acts, military construc-
tion contracts funded with military 
construction appropriations, that are 
estimated to exceed $1,000,000 and are 
to be performed in the United States 
outlying area in the Pacific and on 
Kwajalein Atoll, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, shall be 
awarded only to United States firms, 
unless— 

(1) The lowest responsive and respon-
sible offer of a United States firm ex-
ceeds the lowest responsive and respon-
sible offer of a foreign firm by more 
than 20 percent; or 

(2) The contract is for military con-
struction on Kwajalein Atoll and the 
lowest responsive and responsible offer 
is submitted by a Marshallese firm. 

(b) See PGI 236.273(b) for guidance on 
technical working agreements with for-
eign governments. 

[56 FR 36421, July 31, 1991, as amended at 62 
FR 2856, Jan. 17, 1997; 62 FR 34127, June 24, 
1997; 63 FR 11538, Mar. 9, 1998; 66 FR 49861, 
Oct. 1, 2001; 70 FR 35545, June 21, 2005. Redes-
ignated and amended at 71 FR 9273, Feb. 23, 
2006] 

236.274 Restriction on acquisition of 
steel for use in military construc-
tion projects. 

In accordance with section 108 of the 
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs Appropriations Act, 2009 (Pub. L. 
110–329, Division E), do not acquire, or 
allow a contractor to acquire, steel for 
any construction project or activity for 
which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, or manufacturers have been 
denied the opportunity to compete for 
such acquisition of steel. 

[74 FR 2418, Jan. 15, 2009] 

236.275 Construction of industrial re-
sources. 

See Subpart 237.75 for policy relating 
to facilities projects. 

[74 FR 37646, July 29, 2009] 
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